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Tekst 11 

Second-hand couch 

1 Howard Kirby (64) from Michigan bought a second-hand couch from 
Habitat for Humanity for $70. He routinely shops in this store and was 
picking up items for his man cave. After a few weeks of finding the couch 
very uncomfortable, he and his daughter-in-law Diana decided to unzip 
the cushion covers and look inside. They were flabbergasted to find 
$43,000 in cash inside a box. 

2 Kirby spoke with a lawyer who told him he had no legal duty to return it. 
But he said his faith got the better of him. “The Holy Spirit just came over 
me and said, ‘No, that’s really not yours’,” he said. He often thought what 
he would do if he found a large amount of unmarked cash and that now he 
is pleased to say he has a good conscience. “I still have to pinch myself to 
make sure I’m not dreaming or something,” he said. So Kirby and Diana 
took the money in a box back to the store where the couch was bought 
and asked them to track down the person who donated it.  

3 The second-hand store found out the item was donated to them by 
Amy Newberry whose grandfather originally owned it but recently died. 
She had no idea the money was there when she gave it to the charity 
store after his death. She admitted that her family would have burned the 
couch if the store hadn’t taken it in. This week, she returned to the store 
for Kirby to hand the cash back over to her. “It belonged to her, and I’m 
glad I was able to give it back”, Howard Kirby said. 
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1p 24 Waarom besloot Howard om de kussens van zijn pas gekochte bank open 
te maken? (alinea 1) 
A Hij vond de kussens niet lekker zitten. 
B Hij was van plan de kussens op te vullen. 
C Hij wilde de hoezen van de kussens wassen. 

1p 25 Waarom bracht Howard het gevonden geld terug? (alinea 2) 
A Hij kreeg daar een goed gevoel van. 
B Hij moest dat volgens de wet doen. 
C Zijn schoondochter vroeg hem dat. 

1p 26 Wat zou de familie van Amy met de bank gedaan hebben als de winkel de 
bank had geweigerd? (alinea 3) 
A in brand steken 
B naar de vuilnisbelt brengen 
C via internet verkopen 

1p 27 Wie kreeg uiteindelijk de $ 43.000? (alinea 3) 
A Amy Newberry 
B de tweedehandswinkel 
C een goed doel 
D Howard Kirby 


